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English 9-10 Syllabus 

Ms. Bachelor, Room HS 5 

Welcome to English!  I am excited to be working with you here at Colegio Granadino.  We are going to have an exciting year.   

The curriculum for 9th and 10th grade English consists of self-selected writing, teacher-selected writing, editing, grammar, literature 
study, and ongoing self-selected reading.  All of these structures will be used to help you excel academically and prepare you for your 
remainder here at Granadino and your future in college and the world.  
 
Classroom Expectations 
The primary expectation I have for my students is that they are respectful – Respect others, Respect yourself, Respect this place.  If 
we all practice this then the process of accomplishing our academic goals for the year will be a lot of fun! 
 
My goal for this year is to help you become stronger writers and critical thinkers through writing workshops and literature analysis 
and discussion.  You should expect to be doing a lot of reading, writing, and critical thinking.  I want to see you grow stronger 
academically, and the way to do that is through hard work.   
 
Reading 
Research shows that the more students read in and out of class, the better writers they become.  It is essential that you ALWAYS 
have a self-selected English novel that you are reading in addition our class readings.  You are expected to read a minimum of 1-2 
self-selected English novels per quarter.  Part of your quarter grade will come from these readings.  It is also expected that when 
there is outside reading assigned for class, you come to class prepared with that reading completed. 
 
Writing 
A variety of writing assignments will be given, including, but not limited to:  homework, paragraphs, presentations, creative pieces, 
outlines , essays, research projects, and journal writing.  
 
Written work is expected to be free from major errors in grammar and errors resulting from failing to follow instructions.  Students 
may be required to rewrite parts or all of work containing significant errors.  While some writing will be selected by me, you will also 
be choosing your own topics to research and write about. 
 
Speaking 
Students will be expected to make a variety of oral presentations to the class.  These may include: impromptu or formal speeches, 
presentations using prepared visual aids, and creative performances. 
 
Colegio Granadino is a competitive bilingual school, and you are expected to excel in both Spanish and English.  Please, while 
working in this class, use and continue to polish your English. 
 
Listening 
Students are expected to be active participants in class at all times.  Particular listening skills will be needed for lecture note-taking, 
class discussions, student presentations, student questions and comments.  
 
Class participation 
You are expected and encouraged to do the following both individually and as a group member: 
             a. share your ideas            d. listen to teachers and classmates   g. be positive  
             b. make pertinent comments             e. think critically and analyze   h. use constructive criticism 
             c. ask and answer questions             f. seek help when necessary 
               
Assessment Criteria 

Category Percentage of Grade Grading Scale  

Reading 20% 100% - 90% A Superior 

Writing 20% 89% - 80% B High 

Language 15% 79% - 70% C Basic 

Listening & Speaking 15% 69% - Below F Below 

Essays/Major exams 20%   

Quizzes/Writer’s notebook 10%   
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Academics and Behavior:   
Late Work – First day late 10% off earned grade, 2nd day late and after 30% off earned grade.  It is expected that every assignment is 
completed.  If you miss an assignment it can be made up during recess or Open Door.  Multiple missing assignments will result in a 
parent notification and Thursday after school. 
 
Plagiarism – Students who plagiarize or cheat on any assignment will receive a zero for the assignment with the opportunity to 
complete a new assignment towards your grade. 
 
Disorderly conduct – For issues encountered in the classroom, I will meet with you individually at first.  If issues continue, a parent 
contact will be made as well as following the school behavioral policies.   
 
Restroom – You may use the restroom when absolutely necessary; however, I expect you to use your free time wisely.  It is expected 
that you use time before school, during recess, and at lunch to use the restroom.  Expect me to say no if you ask immediately 
following one of these times.  As well, permission will not be given during lectures, presentations, or formal class discussions. 
 
Turning-in & Receiving (Graded) Assignments 
The date work is due, it should be ready to turn in at the beginning of class.  Otherwise it will be considered late work.  When you 
are asked to turn in an assignment, use the labeled table unless you are told otherwise.  I will pass back graded assignments.  
 
Late assignments – date your late work and write LATE at the top.  Hand in late work directly to me.  
 
*If turning in an assignment late, you will be given a reasonable number of opportunities to complete and submit the work within a 
determined time.  These opportunities include Open Door, Academic afternoon with the Dean on Thursday, and/or Saturday 
tutoring at the school.  If a student still does not complete and submit the work within these parameters, I will assign a zero as the 
earned grade. 
 
Assignment Recuperation 
Students my recuperate assignments where they score 75% or below.  If you choose to recuperate a grade, you must attend Open 
Door to discuss the assignment and receive instruction.  Upon resubmission of the assignment, the work will be graded again, and 
your final grade will be the average of the two marks. 
 
Open Door Policy 
Please take advantage of Open Door.  This is a great way for you to get feedback on essays and projects, ask specific questions about 
assignments, and complete work. Please be on time when you choose Open Door. 
 
Open Door Hours*: 

Regularly held times: By request: 

Monday and Wednesday 3:30 – 4:15 During recess or lunch any day with notice 

 
*If you plan to stay for Open Door after school, you must let Luz D. know by 1PM of that day to arrange for transportation. 
 
Classroom Opening and Closing Routine 
When you arrive to class you will always find a thinking question or short writing prompt on the board or displayed on the screen.  
You are expected to go to your assigned seat, take out your Writer’s notebook, and begin this assignment upon your arrival to class.  
Come to class prepared to think critically and be creative!   
 
Often at the end of class I will ask you to reflect on the lesson or answer a question related to that day’s reading, writing, or 
discussion.  After this reflection time you will be dismissed by me, not the bell.  Remain seated until I dismiss you. 
 
Rediker 
Rediker will be an important part of the class as grades are posted on average every two weeks.  The Rediker home page to this class 
will contain a link to our Weebly class website.  If you have trouble finding our Weebly class website, remember you can go to 
Rediker and find the link.   
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Weebly Class Website 
I have found it is easy to keep students updated on class by using a class website through Weebly.  When you go to our class website 
(jbachelorgranadino.weebly.com) you will find class calendars, tabs to class pages, resources, and assignments.  It is pertinent that 
you use our class web site every day.   
 
Google Drive 
I require my students to have a Google Drive account for completing and submitting assignments.  If you do not have an account, 
you will be responsible for opening one in the first few weeks of class.  We will discuss how to use this account to turn in work. 
 
Technology Policy 
All students should have an individual tablet.  Please bring this to each class.  We will use them often.  However, please remember 
that they are for academic purposes only.  Once they become a distraction for any student, I will take them away, and you will need 
to use paper and pencil to complete that day’s work.  It is essential that students use technology RESPONSIBLY.  Failure to do so will 
result in consequences and loss of privilege in class.  *Telephones should be left in your locker or in your backpack turned to silent.  
If phones are out in class, I will take them for the day. 
 
Required Materials 

 1 – Composition or spiral notebook (Writer’s Notebook) 

 1 – 3-ring Product binder (completed, graded work) 

 Google Drive account 

 Tablet 

 English dictionary/thesaurus 

 Pencil pack: pencils, blue or black ink pens, highlighters (at least 2 different colors), colored pencils 

 Independent reading book 
 
Writer’s Notebook: The Writer’s Notebook will contain several different kinds of writing.  The entries in this notebook will include 
quickwrites, visual representations, Socratic seminar questions, reading predictions, reading responses, etc.  This notebook will 
periodically be formally graded on the following criteria: 

a. All work is dated and labeled with an appropriate heading   
b. Work is legible   
c. Demonstrates that the student was thoughtful and took care and effort to complete the entry   

 
Product Binder: This notebook will contain any completed, graded projects and work that is not done electronically.  It will remain in 
the classroom.  
 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read and understand the above policies for English 9 & 10 at Colegio Granadino. 
 
 
Student ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 


